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DEDICATION 

To  all  Believers  in  tke  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who, 
having  experienced  the  beginnings  of  Divine 
Grace,  are  earnestly  desiring  the  “fulness  of  the 
blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  " this  little  vol- 
ume is  affectionately  inscribed  by  the  author. 


FOEEWOKD 


The  author’s  chief  apology  for  the  pro- 
duction of  this  little  volume  is  the  fact 
that  the  Spirit  seemed  to  say  unto  him, 
“Write,”  and  he  did  write,  with  “The 
Believer’s  Personal  Experience  of  Christ” 
as  the  result. 

The  Master  said,  “This  is  Life  Eternal, 
that  they  might  know  Thee,  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  Whom  Thou  hast 
sent”  (John  17:  3).  We  may  know  many 
things  about  Jesus  Christ — things  regard- 
ing His  birth,  death,  resurrection,  ascen- 
sion, and  also  regarding  His  influence  upon 
the  world  for  more  than  nineteen  cen- 
turies— ^but  this  is  knowledge  of  historical 
facts  only;  and  no  amount  of  mere  his- 
torical knowledge  of  any  person  can,  in 
the  true  sense,  give  one  a knowledge  of 
that  person. 


7 


Foreword 


To  knoio  a person  one  must  have  had 
dealings  with  that  person ; must  have  come 
into  intimate  personal  relations  with  him ; 
must  have  had  freedom  of  intercourse 
with  him;  in  fact,  must  have  come  into 
relations  of  mutual,  personal  communion 
with  him.  If  this  be  true  of  men  contempo- 
raneous with  ourselves,  how  much  more 
must  it  be  true  of  Christ,  Who  lived  in 
Palestine  nearly  two  millenniums  ago,  and 
Who  at  last  was  ‘^crucified,  dead  and 
buried,’’  but  Who  arose  again  the  third 
day,  finally  ascended  into  heaven,  and  was 
given  ^‘to  be  Head  over  all  things  to  the 
Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fulness  of 
Him  that  filleth  all  in  all”  (Eph.  1:22, 
23)  ! 

Christ  ascended  that  the  Comforter 
might  descend.  The  Comforter  descended 
as  the  perpetual  Witness  that  Jesus  is 
alive;  as  the  abiding  Kevealer  of  Him  to 
the  sons  of  men;  as  the  Keproducer  of 
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Christ-like  character  in  all  them  that  truly 
believe;  as  the  very  Breath,  Soul,  Life, 
and  uniting  Bond  of  the  true  Church. 
Through  the  ministry  of  the  Spirit  men  are 
brought  into  personal  relations  with  Jesus 
Christ  of  such  a character  as  to  consti- 
tute an  experience  of  Christ. 

Moreover,  this  experience  of  Christ,  re- 
tained, is  like  the  mystical  river  of 
Ezekiel’s  vision — continually  deepening, 
broadening  and  increasing  in  volume  and 
momentum,  and  that  without  any  visible 
tributaries,  until  it  becomes  merged  in  the 
great  ocean  toward  which  it  tends. 

A chief  object  of  this  brief  production 
is,  to  set  before  believers  in  Christ  some 
things  vital  to  Christian  Experience;  as 
also  some  of  the  exalted  privileges  of 
those  who  “follow  on  to  know  the  Lord;” 
that  they  may  be  able  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  true  and  the  false  or  superficial 
in  the  Christian  life,  and,  discovering  what 
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constitutes  a genuine  Christian  Expe- 
rience, may  be  induced  to  discard  the  false 
and  the  superficial  and  seek  after  the  gen- 
uine until  assured  that  they  have  found  it ; 
and  then  follow  on  until  they  shall  have 
scaled  the  utmost  summits  of  their  privi- 
leges in  Christ.  May  the  Holy  Comforter 
make  it  a blessing  to  every  reader. 

w.  T.  H. 
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The  Believer's  Personal  Experience  of 
GKrist  in  tke  Processes  of  Salvation 


CHAPTEE  I 

GOD  REVEALED  THROUGH  CHRIST 

In  his  “Person  and  Place  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  Dr.  P,  T.  Forsyth,  writing  on  “The 
Testimony  of  Experience  in  the  Soul,”  ex- 
presses himself  in  the  following  pointed 
paragraph : 

“I  would  single  out  for  particular  stress 
the  place  now  given  to  experience  in  re- 
ligion in  consequence  of  the  Eeformation 
view  of  faith,  co-operating  with  the  induc- 
tive method  of  science, — our  experience  of 
Christ  especially.  What  Nature  is  to  sci- 
ence, that  Christ  is  to  positive  faith.  I 
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would  direct  notice  to  the  form  of  the  great 
issue  presented  in  the  question,  are  we  to 
believe  in  Christ  or  like  Christ?  Are  we 
to  trust  ourselves  to  Him,  or  to  the  type  of 
religion  He  represents?’^  (p.  195) 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  object  and  not  merely 
the  example  of  saving  faith.  As  nature  is 
objective  in  all  scientific  experiment,  so  the 
Christ  of  God  is  objective  in  all  genuine 
Christian  experience.  Experience  is  a 
source  of  knowledge ; but  merely  believing 
^dike  Christ,”  or  as  He  believed,  can  never 
give  us  knowledge  of  Him  as  a Savior. 
Faith  in  Him,  however,  changes  not  only 
our  relation  to  God,  as  in  the  forgiveness 
of  sins,  but  also  changes  our  very  selves, 
at  the  moral  center  of  our  being — a change 
of  which  we  are  as  conscious  as  of  our  own 
existence.  And,  through  this  conscious- 
ness of  our  own  changed  relation  to  God, 
and  of  our  own  change  of  heart  or  moral 
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center,  faith  gives  us  to  know  Jesus  Christ, 
and  God  as  revealed  in  Christ:  for  “Who 
can  forgive  sins  but  God  only?”  and  who 
but  He  can  change  the  leopard’s  spots,  the 
Ethiopian’s  skin,  or  the  naturally  sinful 
heart  of  man  ? 

As  induction  is  the  key  which  unlocks 
the  mysteries  of  Nature  to  the  student  of 
physical  science,  so  experience  is  the  me- 
dium of  knowledge  in  the  moral  and  spirit- 
ual realms.  Spiritual  truth  is  not  per- 
ceived through  sensation,  nor  by  any  mere- 
ly rational  process.  “Eye  hath  not  seen, 
ear  hath  not  heard,  neither  have  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which 
God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love 
Him ; but  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us 
by  His  Spirit.  For  the  Spirit  searcheth 
all  things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God” 
(1  Cor.  2:  9-11).  Now  God  is  a Spirit,  the 
center,  source,  and  substance  of  all  spirit- 
ual truth,  and  hence  can  be  known  only  as 
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He  reveals  Himself  in  and  through  our 
spirits. 

God  is  infinite  Life,  Light,  Love.  But 
Life,  Light,  Love  can  be  known  only  by 
experiencing  them.  In  their  ultimate  es- 
sence none  of  the  three  can  be  adequately 
comprehended  and  understood  by  finite 
beings.  Life  is  known  by  the  activity  it 
exhibits  in  its  different  forms;  Light,  by 
the  things  which  it  manifests;  Love,  by 
the  benevolence  of  its  operations ; and  all 
are  dependent  upon  certain  media  for  in- 
telligible manifestation.  God,  Who  is  the 
infinite  Source  and  Substance  of  all,  also 
manifests  Himself  through  various  media 
that  He  may  be  known,  in  the  sense  of  ap- 
prehension, by  finite  intelligences. 

Creation  reveals  God.  ^^The  invisible 
things  of  Him  from  the  creation  of  the 
world  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood 
by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  His 
eternal  power  and  Godhead’’  (Kom.  1:20). 
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But  it  is  chiefly  His  natural  attributes 
that  are  disclosed  by  the  natural  creation. 
As  Moral  Governor  of  the  world  He  re- 
veals Himself  through  His  written  Word, 
particularly  in  the  Moral  Law,  which  has 
been  characterized  as  “the  brightest  tran- 
script of  the  Mind  Eternal.” 

When  He  would  make  known  the  pleni- 
tude of  His  gracious  perfections,  however. 
He  revealed  Himself  in  His  Son — Son  of 
God  and  Son  of  Man,  God  Incarnate,  “the 
Word  made  flesh,”  “God  manifest  in  the 
flesh,”  etc.  “God,  who  at  sundry  times  and 
in  divers  manners,  spake  in  time  past  unto 
the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these 
last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  His  Son” 
(Heb.  1 :1) . He  has  revealed  Himself  in  the 
fulness  of  His  moral  personality  and  of 
His  gracious  purpose  toward  a sinful  race, 
in  and  through  the  Incarnation.  “God  was 
in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world  unto  Him- 
self” (2  Cor.  5:19).  Now,  therefore,  in 
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all  that  concerns  personal  salvation  we 
have  to  deal  with  God  through  Christ,  and 
in  such  a way  as  involves  an  experience  of 
Christ  in  all  the  successive  stages  of  His 
saving  work. 
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IN  CHRIST  AN  EXPERIENCE  OF  CHRIST 

In  the  general  sense  the  believer’s  ex- 
perience is  that  of  being  ^^in  Christ.” 
^Those  three  short  words,  ^In  Christ 
Jesus,’  ” says  the  late  Dr.  A.  T.  Pierson, 
^^are,  without  doubt,  the  most  important 
ever  written,  even  by  an  inspired  pen,  to 
express  the  mutual  relation  of  the  believer 
and  Christ.  They  occur  with  their  equiva- 
lents, over  one  hundred  and  thirty  times. 
Sometimes  we  meet  the  expression  in 
Christy  or  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  again  in 
Him,  or  in  Whom,  etc.  And  sometimes  this 
sacred  name,  or  its  equivalent  pronoun,  is 
found  associated  with  other  prepositions— 
through,  with,  hy;  but  the  thought  is  es- 
sentially the  same.” 

An  expression  so  oft  repeated,  and  in 
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such  varied  forms,  must  have  more  than 
ordinary  intensity  and  comprehensiveness 
of  meaning.  In  this  case  to  determine  that 
meaning  is  highly  important,  since,  in  the 
Apostolic  use  of  it  in  all  the  Epistles  from 
Komans  to  Thessalonians  inclusive,  it  is 
the  one  expression  which,  more  than  any 
other,  designates  the  true  believer’s  status 
before  God  and  relation  to  His  eternal 
kingdom. 

What  then  is  it  to  be  ‘dn  Christ”  ? It  is 
vastly  more  than  intellectually  to  accept 
the  testimony  of  God’s  Word  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  His  person  and  work ; vastly  more 
than  to  accept  the  orthodox  creed  of  the 
Church  regarding  Him;  vastly  more  than 
merely  to  have  been  baptized  in  His  name 
and  taken  upon  one’s  self  the  profession 
of  Christianity.  It  signifies  a vital  union 
with  Him^  involving  hoth  a change  of  rela- 
tion to  God,  and  a radical  change  of  moral 
nature,  on  the  part  of  him  who  experiences 
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it.  If  there  be  one  truth  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment relating  to  Christian  experience  that 
is  fundamental  in  the  sense  of  underlying 
all  others,  it  is  that  evangelical  faith  unites 
the  soul  to  Christ  in  a New  Life,  of  which 
He  is  the  source,  the  sphere,  the  suste- 
nance, and  the  end.  He  Himself  has  given 
us,  in  the  matchless  parable  of  the  Vine 
and  the  Branches  (John  15  :l-5) , a wonder- 
ful lesson  on  this  subject.  The  purport  of 
it  is,  that  true  believers  are  branches  in 
the  Living  Vine,  receiving  and  manifesting 
the  life  of  the  Vine  itself,  and  that,  apart 
from  the  Vine,  they  are  nothing  and  can 
accomplish  nothing,  simply  because  they 
are  destitute  of  life.  The  same  truth  is 
taught  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  when  he 
speaks  of  the  Church  as  a body,  of  which 
Christ  is  the  Head,  and  each  individual 
believer  is  a limb,  or  member,  by  vital 
union  ■wdth  the  body  as  a whole  (Rom. 
12:4,  5;  1 Cor.  12:12-27;  Eph.  1:23; 
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4 : 4,  12, 16) . The  same  truth  finds  expres- 
sion in  various  other  forms  in  the  New 
Testament,  but  is  most  frequently  ex- 
pressed by  the  brief  and  pregnant  phrase 
— ‘dn  Christ.” 

The  experience  of  the  soul  "in  Christ” 
is  always  a blessed  experience  of  Christ. 
It  begets  the  blessedness  of  reality,  not 
alone  with  reference  to  Him  as  the  sphere 
of  the  new  life,  but  also  with  reference  to 
Him  as  the  indwelling  principle  and  suste- 
nance of  that  life.  There  are  two  highly 
significant  expressions  which  set  forth  this 
union  of  the  believer  and  his  Lord.  The 
first  is,  “in  Christ,”  which  we  are  now 
considering;  and  the  second  is,  “Christ  in 
you,  the  hope  of  glory”  (Col.  1:27).  The 
same  twofold  thought  occurs  in  the  par- 
able of  the  Vine  and  the  Branches,  when 
the  Master  says,  “Abide  in  Me,  and  I in 
you.  As  the  branch  can  not  bear  fruit  of 
itself  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more 
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can  ye  except  ye  abide  in  Me.”  Whatever, 
in  all  the  breadth  and  extent  of  the  Chris- 
tian life,  is  communicated  to  the  believer 
in  the  way  of  experience  of  Christ’s  re- 
deeming power,  is  communicated  of  God’s 
free  grace,  and  through  a personal  and 
abiding  union  of  the  soul  with  its  Ee- 
deemer  and  Savior.  ‘‘In  Christ”  I am  heir 
to  all  that  He  inherits.  Believers  are 
“heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Christ” 
(Eom.  15:17). 

In  his  delightful  little  volume  entitled, 
“In  Christ  Jesus  the  Sphei’e  of  the  Be- 
liever’s Life,”  Dr.  A.  T.  Pierson  summarizes 
the  truth  set  forth  by  St.  Paul  in  his  use  of 
the  expression  “in  Christ,”  in  his  various 
Epistles,  in  something  like  the  following 
manner : Komans — “in  Christ”  Justified ; 
Corinthians — “in  Christ”  Sanctified;  Ga- 
latians— “in  Christ”  Crucified;  Ephesians 
— “in  Christ”  Ascended ; Philippians — “in 
Christ”  Satisfied ; Col^ossians — “in  Christ” 

23 


The  Believer’s  Experience  of  Christ 


Complete ; Thessalonians  — “in  Christ” 
Glorified. 

While  it  will  be  impossible  within  the 
limits  of  this  small  volume  to  dwell  in  de- 
tail upon  the  sevenfold  blessedness  of  those 
who  are  “in  Christ  Jesus,”  as  summarized 
in  the  foregoing,  there  are  a few  great 
mountain  peaks  in  the  believer’s  personal 
experience  “in  Christ”  to  which  more  ex- 
tended consideration  should  be  given. 


b. 
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CHAPTEE  III 


FORGIVENESS — J USTIPICATION 

First,  every  genuine  believer  receives  a 
definite  experience  of  Christ  in  the  forgive- 
ness of  sins  through  Him.  “Blessed  be 
God,  . . . according  as  He  hath  chosen 
us  iu  Him  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  that  we  should  be  holy  and  without 
blame  before  Him  in  love:  having  pre- 
destinated us  unto  the  adoption  of  chil- 
dren by  Jesus  Christ  to  Himself,  accord- 
ing to  the  good  pleasure  of  His  will,  to  the 
praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace,  wherein 
He  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved ; 
in  Whom  we  have  redemption  through  His 
blood,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  according  to 
the  riches  of  His  grace”  (Eph.  1 : S'-?). 

The  Apostle  is  here  writing  of  reality 
and  experience,  and  not  regarding  the  di- 


25 


The  Believer’s  Experience  of  Christ 


vine  purpose  only.  The  source  of  forgive- 
ness is  the  Grace  or  unmerited  favor  of 
God.  That  Grace  was  once  ^‘hidden  in  the 
depths  of  eternity  in  the  form  of  sovereign 
and  Fatherly  election^  lodging  its  purpose 
in  the  foundation  of  the  world.  From 
those  mysterious  depths  we  turn  to  the 
living  world  in  our  own  breast.  There, 
too,  Grace  dwells  and  reigns:  Vhich  He 
imparted  to  us,  in  the  Beloved, — in  Whom 
we  have  redemption  through  His  blood.’  ” 
\ Eedemption  means  release  by  purchase ; 
and  Jesus  Christ  poured  out  His  life-blood 
as  the  purchase  price  of  our  redemption, 
in  order  that  He  might  secure  our  lawful 
release  from  the  penalty  exacted  by  the 
law  for  our  transgressions.  ^‘‘Christ  hath 
redeemed  us,”  or  l)o light  us  oiit^  ^^from  the 
curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a curse  for 
us”  (Gal.  3:13).  “And  ye  are  not  your 
own;  for  ye  are  longht  tvith  a price”  (1 
Cor.  6 : 19,  20).  Such  Scriptures  indicate 
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with  unmistakable  clearness  that  our  tres- 
passes as  men  against  the  holy  and  inflex- 
ible law  of  God  would,  apart  from  the  in- 
tervention of  Christ  as  our  kinsman-Re- 
deemer,  have  issued  in  our  final  destruc- 
tion. ^‘By  His  death  on  the  cross  He  has 
made  such  amends  to  the  law,  that  the 
awful  sentence  is  [righteously]  averted, 
and  our  complete  release  from  the  penalty 
of  sin  is  rendered  possible.’’  This  ^^good 
news”  is  the  burden  of  the  Gospel.  Hence, 
when  our  Lord  was  risen  from  the  dead, 
He  sent  forth  His  Apostles  with  a commis- 
sion to  preach  in  His  name,  ^^repentance 
and  remission  of  sin  to  all  nations”  (Luke 
24:47). 

Forgiveness  is  not  justification,  nor  is 
justification  forgiveness,  before  God’s  bar; 
and  yet  whom  He  forgives  He  justifies,  and 
whom  He  justifies  is  most  assuredly  for- 
given. Forgiveness  is  remission  of  the  pen- 
alty for  sin,  in  view  of  Christ’s  satisfac- 
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tion  to  the  law  which  the  sinner  has 
broken;  justification  is  God’s  act  of  im- 
puting to  the  penitent  and  believing  sin- 
ner the  righteousness  of  Christ,  thereby 
changing  his  relation  to  God  and  violated 
law,  and  always  accompanies  forgiveness. 
Adoption  and  Assurance  also  accompany 
the  divine  forgiveness.  “When  the  fulness 
of  time  was  come,  God  sent  forth  His  Son, 
made  of  a woman,  made  under  the  law,  to 
redeem  [release  by  purchase]  them  that 
were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive 
the  adoption  of  Sons.  And,  because  ye  are 
sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  His 
Son  into  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba, 
Father”  (Gal.  4:  4-6).  The  pardon,  justi- 
fication, and  adoption  of  the  penitent  and 
believing  sinner  are  acts  which  pass  in  the 
Divine  Mind  alone;  and,  therefore,  God 
alone  can  communicate  to  the  soul  a 
knowledge  that  these  decisions  have  passed 
in  each  individual  case.  This  He  does  by 
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the  Witness  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  a con- 
comitant of  Adoption.  “The  Spirit  Him- 
self beareth  witness  with  our  spirit,  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God”  (Eom.  8: 17). 
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THE  NEW  BIRTH 

Forgiveness  and  justification  are  also 
accompanied  bj  that  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  the  heart  of  the  believer 
whereby  he  is  so  changed  at  his  moral 
center  as  to  become  “a  new  creature’’  in 
Christ  Jesus.  This  is  what  Jesus  meant 
when  He  said  to  Nicodemus,  ‘‘Except  a 
man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  king- 
dom of  God.’’  God’s  kingdom  is  spiritual, 
and  only  spiritual  men  can  enter  into  it, 
understand  the  things  that  essentially  per- 
tain to  it,  and  enjoy  its  blessedness  here 
and  hereafter.  Hence,  in  answer  to  Mco- 
demus’s  question,  ‘^How  can  these  things 
be?”  the  Master  said,  “That  which  is  born 
of  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  born  of 
the  Spirit  is  spirit.  Marvel  not  that  I said 
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unto  thee,  Ye  must  be  born  again”  (John 
3:7). 

“Flesh”  is  “the  natural  man and  that 
which  is  born  of  “the  natural  man”  is 
natural,  and  of  itself  can  never  rise  above 
nature.  “Spirit”  belongs  to  the  realm 
above  nature;  so  “that  which  is  born  of 
the  Spirit”  belongs,  by  the  very  law  of  its 
being,  to  the  supernatural  realm,  called 
“the  kingdom  of  God.”  A great  gulf  sepa- 
rates these  two  realms — as  impassable  to 
mere  nature  as  the  gulf  that  divides  the 
inorganic  from  the  organic  in  the  natural 
world.  In  neither  case  is  it  possible  for 
any  process  of  nature,  or  for  any  kind  or 
degree  of  training  or  culture,  to  translate 
from  the  lower  to  the  higher  realm. 

As  the  late  Professor  Drummond  has 
clearly  shown,  the  only  possible  way  in 
which  mineral  substance  can  be  trans- 
muted into  vegetable  is  by  the  intervention 
of  Life  from  the  organic  realm.  The  Life 
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of  the  vegetable  kingdom  must  descend, 
and,  touching  the  lifeless  mineral  sub- 
stance of  the  lower  realm,  transmute  it 
into  its  own  nature  and  likeness.  Thus, 
and  only  thus,  can  the  gulf  which  sepa- 
rates the  two  kingdoms  in  nature  be 
crossed  upward.  This  change  of  moral  na- 
ture is  called,  in  the  language  of  theology, 
Kegeneration.  Its  importance  can  not  be 
over-estimated,  since  Jesus  Christ  declares 
it  to  be  the  one  thing  without  which  ad- 
mission to  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  impos- 
sible. 

In  his  ^Topular  Lectures  on  Theological 
Themes,’’  the  late  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge  defines 
Kegeneration  as  follows : ‘^It  is  an  act  of 
Divine  creative  power,  analogous  to  that 
which  He  put  forth  when  He  created  man 
originally,  when  He  said,  ^Let  there  be 
light,  and  there  was  light,’  or  when  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  called  Lazarus  out  of 
the  grave.  It  is  an  act  in  which  He  com- 
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municates  to  us  in  the  center  of  our  soul 
a new,  spiritual  life,  which,  acting  from 
within,  involves  the  whole  nature,  and 
communicates  a new  principle  of  activity 
and  a new  mode  of  action  to  all  the  facul- 
ties in  all  their  functions  and  in  all  their 
relations.” 

Christ  is  the  sphere  of  this  regenerate 
life.  We  partake  it  only  “in  Christ.”  We 
enter  into  this  sphere  and  upon  this  new 
life  by  an  act  of  Eepentance  and  Faith  on 
our  part — ^the  first  consisting  in  an  utter 
abandonment  of  the  old  sphere  and  man- 
i ner  of  life,  and  the  second,  the  one  final 
act  by  which  we  enter  the  new  sphere  and 
begin  the  new  life.  This  is  our  part  of  the 
work.  “But  there  must  be  a Divine  act,” 
to  quote  Dr.  Pierson  once  more,  “cor- 
responding to  our  human  act — an  act  of 
Kegeneration  on  God’s  part,  corresponding 
I to  the  act  of  appropriation  on  our  part; 
i otherwise,  even  if  it  were  possible  for  us 
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to  enter  into  the  new  sphere,  we  should 
find  ourselves  unable  to  live  or  abide  in  it. 
This  is  the  mystery  of  the  'New  Birth.” 
All  these  concomitant  experiences — 
Forgiveness,  Adoption,  Justification,  the 
Witness  of  the  Spirit,  and  Kegeneration — 
are,  to  the  man  of  evangelical  faith,  so 
many  distinct  phases  of  that  revelation  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  his  consciousness,  which 
constitutes  a Christian  experience — so 
many  phases  of  the  believer’s  personal  ex- 
perience of  Christ. 
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SANCTIFICATION 

Second,  there  is  a most  blessed  expe- 
rience of  Christ  attainable  to  all  believers 
in  their  personal  Sanctification,  It  is  the 
provision  made  in  the  Gospel  plan  of  re- 
demption for  the  Sanctification  of  believ- 
ers which  secures  that  plan  against  giving 
any  sanction  to  Antinomianism.  St.  Paul 
makes  this  clear  in  the  Sixth  of  Eomans. 
^What  shall  we  say  then?’^  he  asks,  in 
anticipation  of  the  misuse  the  Antinomian 
would  make  of  the  doctrine  of  Justification 
by  Grace  through  Faith.  Shall  we  con- 
tinue in  sin,  that  grace  may  abound  ? God 
forbid.  How  shall  we  that  are  dead  to  sin 
live  any  longer  therein?’^  Then  he  pro- 
ceeds to  show  that  real  death  to  sin,  and 
newness  and  holiness  of  life  in  Christ,  are 
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the  very  things  signified,  and  to  which 
they  were  most  solemnly  pledged,  by  their 
baptismal  covenant.  ^^Know  ye  not  that 
so  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jesus 
Christ  were  baptized  into  His  death?’’ 
This  is  the  case  with  all  who  have  received 
Christian  baptism,  except  their  baptism 
was  a mere  external  rite,  a meaningless 
form,  a fictitious  profession,  a hollow 
mockery.  ^^Therefore  we  are  buried  with 
Him  by  baptism  into  death:  that  like  as 
Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should 
walk  in  newness  of  life”  (Verses  1-4). 

^^All  possible  emphasis  lies  upon  those 
words,  ^newness  of  life/  ” says  Principal 
H.  C.  G.  Moule,  M.  A.,  of  Cambridge,  Eng- 
land. ^^They  bring  out  what  has  been  indi- 
cated already,  the  truth  that  the  Lord  has 
won  us  not  only  the  remission  of  a death- 
penalty,  not  only  even  an  extension  of 
existence  under  happier  circumstances. 


36 


Sanctification 


and  in  a more  grateful  and  hopeful  spirit 
— but  a new  and  a wonderful  life-power. 
The  sinner  has  fled  to  the  Crucified, _tha^ 
he  may  not  die.  He  is  now  not  only  am- 
nestied but  accepted.  He  is  not  only  ac- 
cepted, but  incorporated  into  his  Lord,  as 
one  with  Him  in  interest.  He  is  not  only 
incorporated  as  to  interest,  but,  because 
his  Lord,  being  crucified,  is  also  risen, 
he  is  incorporated  in  Him  as  Life.  The 
Last  Adam,  like  the  First,  transmits  not 
only  legal  but  vital  effects  to  his  members. 
In  Christ  the  man  has,  in  a sense  as  per- 
fectly practical  as  it  is  inscrutable,  new 
life,  new  power,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  applies 
to  his  inmost  being  the  presence  and  vir- 
tues of  his  Head.  ‘In  Him  he  lives,  by  Him 
he  moves.’  ” 

Through  their  incorporation  in  Christ 
as  Head  of  the  New  Creation  and  repre- 
[ sentative  of  a New  Race,  believers  become 
so  joined  to  their  Lord  as  to  be  “partakers 
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of  His  holiness.’’  The  moral  and  spiritual 
virtues  of  Jesus  Christ  are  imparted  unto 
them  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  the  life  and 
fruitfulness  of  the  vine  itself  is  communi- 
cated to  all  its  branches  by  the  sap  which 
continually  pours  from  it  into  them.  ‘‘He 
that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit.’^ 
^Yith  this  union  and  its  consequent  “new- 
ness of  life”  all  the  principles  of  holiness 
are  communicated  to  the  soul  as  abiding 
virtues,  and  as  controlling  factors  of  the 
entire  life.  Holiness,  therefore,  becomes 
the  dominating  principle  in  all  true  be- 
lievers from  the  moment  of  their  justifica- 
tion before  God. 

Of  course,  when  first  born  of  God  be- 
lievers are  but  “babes  in  Christ and,  as 
“babes,”  they  lack  the  knowledge,  strength, 
stability,  and  symmetry  of  character 
which  belong  to  “full-grown”  spiritual 
manhood,  and  hence  should  not  be  judged 
by  the  standard  of  fully  developed  men 
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and  women.  Though  “babes,”  however, 
they  are  “in  Christ,”  and  partakers  of  His 
Life,  of  His  holiness,  and  therefore  belong 
to  the  Brotherhood  of  holy  men,  and  are 
called  in  New  Testament  language,  “holy 
brethren.”  The  principles  of  holiness  be- 
gotten within  them  are  largely  embryonic, 
yet  suflSciently  prominent  to  control  the 
general  tenor  of  their  lives,  and  to  be 
prophetic  of  Kingly  Manhood  as  their  final 
issue. 

Not  only  by  virtue  of  their  baptism  and 
its  significance  are  all  believers  obligated 
to  holiness,  but  the  Faith  of  which  their 
baptism  is  a profession,  if  it  be  genuine, 
so  identifies  them  with  Christ  that,  as  He 
was  crucified  for  sin  they  are  crucified  to 
sin.  “Knowing  this,  that  our  old  man 
[‘our  old  self]  is  crucified  with  Him,  that 
the  body  of  sin  [the  body,  with  its  various 
appetites,  passions,  and  propensities,  as 
the  instrument  of  sin]  might  be  destroyed 
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[‘annulled,’  ‘canceled,’  ‘counterworked,’ 
‘brought  to  naught,’  ‘made  as  though 
it  had  not  been’],  that  henceforth  we 
should  not  serve  [or  be  the  bond-slaves 
of]  sin”  (Kom.  6:6).  As  Dr.  Garvie  puts 
it,  “The  believer  by  faith  appropriates  and 
applies  to  his  own  old  self  the  condemna- 
tion and  execution  which  was  vicariously 
represented  in  the  Cross  of  Christ,  and  so 
bj’  acceptance  of  that  sacrifice  he  once  for 
all,  in  a decisive  act,  separates  himself 
from  sin.” 

Now,  as  he  grows  in  grace  and  the 
knowledge  of  Christ,  he  acquires  increased 
likeness  to  his  Lord,  and  ever  increasing 
victory  over  the  indwelling  sin  of  his 
heart.  “The  fiesh  lusteth  against  the 
Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against  the  fiesh,” 
however ; and  thus  there  is  a state  of  civil 
war  within  the  domain  of  Man-Soul.  The 
believer  by  his  faith,  wins  successive  vic- 
tories, and  subjugates  foe  after  foe;  yet 
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these  foes  still  lurk  within,  and  are  a per- 
petual menace  to  his  spiritual  life.  ' 

Regeneration  is  incipient  Sanctifica- 
tion and  the  growth  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking  is  progressive  Sanctification. 
Many  teach  that  this  is  the  only  Sanctifica- 
tion to  be  experienced  in  this  life;  that 
the  body  is  in  some  sense  the  seat  as  well 
as  the  instrument  of  sin,  and  therefore  de- 
liverance from  sin  must  await  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  body  at  death.  But  is  this 
really  the  case?  In  the  first  place,  is  it 
true  as  assumed,  that  sin  has  its  seat  in  the 
body?  Is  not  the  body  merely  organized 
matter,  animated  and  controlled  by  per- 
sonal spirit?  And,  in  the  ultimate  analy- 
sis of  the  subject,  is  not  sin  a condition  of 
moral  and  spiritual  alienation  from  God, 
originating  in  the  spirit  of  man,  although 
the  body  with  its  senses,  appetites,  pas- 
sions, etc.,  may  be  the  occasion  and  the 
instrument  of  its  external  manifestation? 
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Does  not  sin  as  an  active  principle,  reside 
in  the  will  alone,  though  in  its  resultant 
form  it  involves  the  whole  soul — the  imag- 
ination, affections,  thoughts,  purposes,  etc., 
in  an  abnormal  and  depraved  condition? 
And  if  these  things  are  so,  does  not  the 
Gospel  scheme  of  Keconciliation  provide 
in  itself  an  adequate  remedy  for  sin,  yea, 
for  its  complete  cure,  and  that  without  the 
intervention  of  Death  ? Where  in  the 
Scriptures  have  we  any  hint  that  Death 
is  in  any  sense  a deliverer  or  savior  from 
sin? 

From  first  to  last  Kedemption  from  sin 
is  through  ^^the  blood’^  of  Christ,  and  by 
‘‘the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,’’  both  ap- 
propriated by  faith  on  man’s  part.  Espe- 
cially is  this  true  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
perience of  Sanctification.  All  must  agree 
that  the  ultimate  goal  of  Christian  expe- 
rience is  Holiness,  or  likeness  to  God,  so 
far  as  man’s  nature  admits  of  such  like- 
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ness ; also  that  this  is  the  New  Testament 
standard  of  experimental  and  practical 
Christianity;  that  the  Gospel  makes  ade- 
quate provision  for  its  realization,  and 
urges  believers  to  its  attainment  by  com- 
mands, precepts,  promises,  and  prayers; 
that  the  Atonement,  the  Scriptures,  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  various  orders 
or  classes,  in  the  Christian  ministry,  the 
Sacraments,  and  all  the  Ordinances  of  the 
Church  are  for  this  very  end.  Moreover, 
faith  in  Christ,  uniting  us  to  Him,  or  in- 
corporating us  in  Him,  makes  us  the  legiti- 
mate heirs  to  all  the  riches  of  grace  of 
which  He  is  the  embodiment  and  the  dis- 
penser ; and  also  entitles  us  here  and  now 
to  appropriate  from  those  riches  of  grace 
whatever  is  needful  for  bringing  us  to  an 
experimental  attainment  of  personal  pur- 
ity, ^^perfect  love,’^  inward  rest,  clearness 
of  vision,  unhindered  communion,  power 
with  God  and  with  men,  and  an  ever-vic- 
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torious  life.  Kegeneration  does  not  bring 
all  these  gracious  results.  In  the  regen- 
erate state  the  old  self-life  wars  against 
the  life  begotten  of  the  Spirit,  weakening 
all  its  activities,  disturbing  betimes  its 
tranquillity,  retarding  its  development, 
hindering  its  full  manifestation  of  the 
grace  experienced,  and  too  often,  as  in 
case  of  the  Church  at  Corinth,  making  it 
necessary  for  us  to  be  kept  on  a regime 
adapted  to  ^‘babes^’  who  are  yet  in  some 
measure  ^‘carnal.’’  Growth  in  grace,  as 
we  have  seen,  in  some  measure  improves 
this  condition ; but  mere  growth  does  not, 
can  not,  cure  the  condition.  For  this  the 
full  Sanctification  of  body,  soul,  and  spirit 
(1  Thess.  5:23),  under  the  Baptism  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  is  needed.  \ 
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BAPTISM  WITH  THE  SPIRIT 

The  great  distinguishing  promise  of  the 
New  Testament  is  that  of  Baptism  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  as  the  heritage  of  all  be- 
lievers. Jesus  called  this  ^‘the  promise  of 
the  Father” — as  if  it  were  a promise  tran- 
scending and  comprehending  all  others. 
He  bade  the  Apostles  and  disciples  of  the 
early  Church  to  wait  for  its  fulfilment  be- 
fore entering  upon  their  work  of  evangel- 
izing the  world.  He  said  to  them,  “Ye 
shall  receive  power  after  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  come  upon  you.”  Shortly  before 
His  death  He  instructed  them  quite  at 
length  regarding  the  mission  of  the  Spirit, 
which  He  called  the  Comforter  (Paraclete, 
Helper,  Standby)  (John  16:  7-14).  From 
this  and  other  passages  we  learn  that  the 
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Holy  Spirit,  as  the  indwelling  Paraclete, 
is  the  Enlightener,  Teacher,  Guide,  Wit- 
ness of  Christ,  Eevealer  of  spiritual  things, 
Quickener  of  memory  regarding  Christas 
words,  Discloser  of  things  to  come,  Glori- 
fier  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  the 
abiding  Bond  of  union  and  fellowship  be- 
tween the  believer  and  his  Lord,  and  be- 
tween the  whole  great  Brotherhood  of  be- 
lievers, Moreover,  Jesus  came  to  earth, 
suffered,  died,  arose  from  the  dead,  and 
ascended  into  heaven,  that  He  might  be 
the  Baptizer  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  is 
both  the  Atoner  for  sin,  and  the  Baptizer 
with  the  Spirit.  Hence,  the  preaching  of 
the  full  Gospel  includes  preaching  Jesus 
Christ  in  both  of  these  glorious  ofiQces, 
giving  due  proportion  to  each. 

The  Baptism  with  the  Spirit  may  be  as 
distinctly  apprehended  in  personal  expe- 
rience now  as  it  was  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost. It  does  not  come  with  ^‘sound  as 
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of  a rushing  mighty  wind/’  nor  attended 
with  ^^cloven  tongues  like  as  of  fire/’  as  at 
the  beginning,  since  those  phenomena  were 
but  material  emblems  of  the  Spirit’s  na- 
ture and  work,  and  in  their  nature  and 
purposes  were  temporary;  but  the  essen- 
tial thing  that  was  given  then  is  given  now, 
even  the  personal  enthronement  of  the 
Paraclete  within^  to  those  who,  with  like 
faith  and  earnest  prayer,  wait  for  it. 

This  Baptism  also  does  for  believers  now 
what  it  did  for  believers  then,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  essentials  of  Christian  ex- 
perience and  of  preparation  for  Christian 
service.  Two  things  were  especially 
marked  as  the  results  of  the  Pentecostal 
Baptism : First,  it  wrought  effects  upon 
and  within  those  who  received  it  such  as 
lifted  them  instantly  to  a higher  plane  of 
personal  Holiness ; quickened  and  clarified 
their  spiritual  vision ; delivered  them  from 
the  manifestation  of  those  carnal  traits  so 
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frequently  manifested  in  them  prior  to 
this  time;  and  gave  them  a lofty,  sus- 
tained, and  ever-growing  faith,  which  en- 
abled them  to  KNOW  Christ,  not  in  the  mere 
historic  sense,  and  ^^after  the  flesh,’’  but  as 
risen,  ascended,  glorifled,  and  as  re  born 
within  their  hearts — as  ^‘Christ  in  you, 
the  hope  of  glory.”  In  the  second  place, 
it  was  to  them  an  enduement  of  ^^power 
from  on  high,”  for  the  service  to  which  the 
Master  had  commissioned  them.  From 
that  day  they  became  ministers  of  the 
Spirit.  Peter  preached  courageously  but 
with  great  simplicity,  and  with  none  of  the 
ornaments  of  speech  characteristic  of  great 
orators,  and  three  thousand  were  ‘^cut  to 
the  heart”  with  conviction,  inquired, 
^^What  shall  we  do?”  and,  on  being  in- 
structed, believed  on  Christ  and  were  bap- 
tized in  His  name.  Like  results  contin- 
ued to  attend  their  ministry,  ‘^and  the  Lord 
added  to  the  Church  daily  such  as  should 
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be  saved”  (Acts  2:47) — the  ideal  for  His 
Church  to  the  end  of  the  age. 

This  Baptism  with  the  Spirit,  now  as  it 
was  then,  is  the  great  and  indispensable 
requirement  in  order  to  the  highest  type 
of  holy  living,  and  the  greatest  eflSciency 
in  Christian  service.  Conversion  is  not 
enough.  Distinct  from  this  incipient  work 
of  the  Spirit  we  need  the  Pentecostal  Bap- 
tism, that  we  may  permanently  “Be  filled 
with  the  Spirit that  we  may  continuous- 
ly “walk  in  the  Spirit;”  that  we  may  be 
“made  perfect  in  love”  by  the  Spirit ; that 
we  may  be  “endued  with  power”  by  the 
Spirit;  and  that  we  may  minister  the 
Spirit  to  others  like  “rivers  of  living 
water”  issuing  from  our  inmost  being 
(John  7:38).  In  no  other  experience  of 
the  believer  is  Jesus  Christ  so  fully  re- 
vealed within  his  very  consciousness  as 
in  this  sanctifying  Baptism.  And  this 
gracious  gift  is  the  heritage  of  all  believ- 
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ers.  ^^The  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to 
your  children ; and  to  all  that  are  afar  off, 
even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
calP’  (Acts  2:  39). 

Sanctification  as  distinct  from  Justifi- 
cation, involves  not  only  a process  but  a 
crisis;  and  that  crisis  is  experienced  in 
Baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  ex- 
perience exalts  the  soul  to  a higher  plane 
of  spiritual  life;  imparts  to  it  a broader 
and  clearer  vision ; invests  it  permanently 
with  a new  degree  of  power  from  on  high ; 
^^cancels’’  the  old  self-life  and  makes  it  ^^as 
though  it  had  not  been  begets  a strength 
and  steadiness  of  faith  unexperienced  be- 
fore ; and  results  in  constant  integrity  and 
^^perfect  love.’^  It  brings  to  the  heart  a 
fulness  and  completeness  in  Christ  attain- 
able in  no  other  way,  and  such  a degree 
of  power  in  testimony  and  for  service  as 
only  this  Divine  anointing,  this  holy, 
heavenly  chrism,  can  impart. 
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FELLOWSHIP  WITH  THE  FATHER  AND  THE  SON 

Third,  the  ^^full-grown^’  and  normal  be- 
liever has  personal  experience  of  Christ  in 
fellowship  with  Him  and  with  the  Father, 
through  the  Holy  Spirit.  ^^And  truly  our 
fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with 
His  Son  Jesus  Christ’’  (1  John  1:3).  Fel- 
lowship between  two  persons  is  condi- 
tioned upon  mutual  affinity,  congeniality, 
responsiveness,  in  regard  to  thought,  senti- 
ments, feelings,  purposes,  interests,  and 
destinies  which  they  share  in  common.  ^ Jn 
their  intercommunication,”  says  the  Rev. 
Asa  Mahan,  D.  D.,  ^‘there  is  a consequent 
sympathetic  blending  of  thought  with 
thought,  feeling  with  feeling,  sentiment 
with  sentiment,  and  purpose  with  purpose ; 
an  intercommunication,  in  which  each  be- 
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comes  to  the  other,  as  it  were,  another  self, 
each  making  the  other  the  beloved  deposi- 
tory of  his  own  mental  treasures,  and  each 
becoming  a full  participant  in  the  other’s 
joys  and  sorrows.  This  deep  and  sym- 
pathetic intercommunion,  this  blending  of 
mind  with  mind,  is  represented  by  the 
term  ^Fellowship.’  In  this  relation,  minds 
are  said  to  ‘make  their  abode’  the  one  with 
the  other,  each  finding  its  happy  dwelling- 
place  in  the  heart  of  the  other.” 

The  Spirit  of  God  introduces  the  be- 
liever into  this  blessed  realm  of  Fellow- 
ship with  the  Divine.  It  is  His  province 
to  reveal  both  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and 
to  establish  the  believer  in  personal  union 
and  communion  with  both.  Nothing  is 
said  about  fellowship  with  the  Spirit,  in- 
asmuch as  “it  is  not  with  the  Spirit  that 
the  believer  has  direct  intercommunion;” 
but  “with  the  Father  and  with  the  Son,” 
through  the  agency  of  the  Spirit.  It  is  the 
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Spirit  who  consummates  this  union  and 
fellowship.  In  doing  so,  however,  He 
does  not  ^^speak  of  Himself,’’  but  ^^takes  of 
the  things  of  Christ  and  shows  them  unto 
us and,  according  to  Christ’s  own  words. 
He  also  ^^shows  us  plainly  of  the  Father.” 
The  Spirit  of  God,  received  in  the  fulness 
of  His  Pentecostal  effusion,  thus  causes  the 
believer  to  know  Christ  in  the  truest,  full- 
est sense  possible  to  man  in  his  mortal 
state;  and,  knowing  Him  as  the  Son,  to 
know  the  Father  also  through  the  Son. 

^^In  elevating  the  believer  into  this  Di- 
vine fellowship,  God  does  not  oppress  him 
with  the  full  weight  of  His  own  infinity. 
^No  man  can  see  the  face  of  God,  and  live.’ 
The  Spirit  knows  how  to  bring,  and  He 
does  bring,  the  soul  into  fellowship  with 
those  forms  of  Divine  manifestation  which 
it  can  comprehend  and  commune  with, — a 
fellowship  which  may  become  real  in  the 
experience  of  every  believer,  the  child  as 
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well  as  the  man’^  (Mahan) . But,  alas ! how 
few  know  the  blessedness  of  fellowship 
with  God ! 

As  to  the  effects  of  this  fellowship,  it 
does  not  exempt  from  sore  temptation; 
from  errors  in  judgment,  followed  by  mis- 
takes in  practice;  from  those  afflictions 
and  sorrows  which  are  the  common  lot  of 
mankind;  from  those  temperamental  dif- 
ferences between  believers,  in  greater  or 
less  degree  modifying  the  expression  of 
what  grace  has  wrought  within  them ; nor 
from  the  thousand  and  one  infirmities  of 
mind  and  body  which  are  common  to  man. 
It  does  result,  however,  in  ^^the  victory 
that  overcometh  the  world,^^  even  in  ex- 
alted, steadfast,  and  triumphant  faith.  It 
also  results  in  a disposition  that  ^dets  pa- 
tience have  her  perfect  work,’^  however 
hard  the  afflictions  of  life  may  press,  or 
through  whatever  sorrows  one  may  be 
called  to  pass ; and  which,  while  the  flesh 
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may  recoil  from  the  cup  of  bitterness 
pressed  to  the  lips,  and  cry,  “O  my  Father, 
if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass,”  im- 
mediately supplements  this  petition  with 
the  words,  “Nevertheless  not  as  I will,  but 
as  thou  wilt.”  Then,  too,  it  produces  a 
perennial  undercurrent  of  holy  joy  which 
buoys  up  the  soul,  even  in  periods  of  “great 
heaviness  through  manifold  temptation,” 
and  at  times  causes  it  to  rejoice  with 
“joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.”  It 
is  also  a source  of  constantly  renewed 
strength;  of  ever-increasing  freedom,  de- 
light, and  power  in  prayer;  and  of  ever 
delightful  and  growing  fellowship  with  all 
of  God’s  people. 
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CONCLUSION 

We  have  now  considered  several  of  the 
more  prominent  and  definite  experiences 
of  the  evangelical  believer,  in  all  of  which 
he  comes  into  personal  contact  with 
Christ,  which  contact  is  “not  merely  vision- 
ary; it  is  moral,  vital,  personal,  and  mu- 
tual.” In  all  these  varied  experiences  he 
has  had  to  do  with  Christ  in  such  a way 
as  makes  his  entire  experience  a personal 
experience  of  Christ.  He  has  come  into 
abiding  and  conscious  contact  with  One 
who  infiuences  him  not  merely  like  a man 
with  whom  he  might  have  personal  inter- 
course from  time  to  time,  and  by  whom  he 
might  be  deeply  impressed,  but  with  whom 
he  is  little  concerned  in  the  mean  time; 
for  Christ  has  been  to  him  more  than  an 
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impression  of  personal  influence,  which 
might  soon  be  forgotten  or  counteracted, 
even  a Source  of  Life  and  of  Change  at 
the  moral  center  of  his  being.  Christ  has 
become  to  him  moral,  spiritual,  and  eternal 
Life! 

Moreover,  only  the  personal  experience 
of  Christ  by  believers  is  sufficient  to  keep 
alive  in  the  Church  the  doctrines  of  His 
absolute  Divinity,  His  Atoning  and  Re- 
deeming work,  and  His  ultimate  Kingship 
of  the  race.  “We  know  Him  by  faith  to 
be  much  more  than  He  has  ever  been  in 
our  experience.  I know  Him,  and  the 
Church  knows  Him,  as  a Person  of  infinite 
power  to  create  fresh  experience  of  Him- 
self, which  is  the  experience  of  God.  My 
contact  with  Him  by  faith  is  continually 
deepening  my  experience  of  Him.  And  as 
my  experience  deepens  it  brings  home  a 
Christ  objective  in  history,  and  creative  of 
the  experience  and  the  life  and  the  deeds 
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of  a whole  vast  Church,  meant,  and  moving, 
not  to  subdue  mankind  to  itself,  but  to  the 
faith  of  the  GospeP’  (Forsyth). 

The  Church’s  experience  of  Christ  must 
always  be  the  true  conservator  of  orthodox 
belief  regarding  His  Person  and  work. 


HYMN 

Spirit  of  faith,  come  down, 

Reveal  the  things  of  God; 

And  make  to  us  the  Godhead  known, 
And  witness  with  the  blood: 

’Tis  thine  the  blood  to  apply. 

And  give  the  blind  to  see. 

That  He  who  did  for  sinners  die. 

Hath  surely  died  for  me. 

No  man  can  truly  say 
That  Jesus  is  the  Lord, 

Unless  Thou  take  the  veil  away, 

And  breathe  the  living  word: 

Then,  only  then,  w^e  feel 
Our  interest  in  His  blood, 

And  cry,  with  joy  unspeakable, 

“Thou  art  my  Lord,  my  God.” 

O that  the  world  might  know 
The  all-atoning  Lamb! 

Spirit  of  faith,  descend  and  show 
The  virtue  of  His  name: 

The  grace  which  all  may  find 
The  saving  power,  impart; 

And  testify  to  all  mankind. 

And  speak  in  every  heart. 

Inspire  the  living  faith, 

\^ich  whosoe’er  receives. 

The  witness  in  himself  he  hath. 

And  consciously  believes; 

The  faith  that  conquers  all. 

And  doth  the  mountains  move. 

And  saves  those  who  on  Jesus  call. 

And  perfects  them  in  love. 

— Charles  Wesley, 
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